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The quantity and quality of the religion we pos- 
aess can be ami lately tested by the development 
ol hi8 onduet toward God and man. 


No man has any more religion than he lives. 
Talk and profession art- only valued as they are 
hacked up by good, kind, unselfish acta. 

A man wha professes t» t»ach other people how 
to • live ought to know how lo live himself. His 
lite as well an his word* shonld teach. The most 
successful manner of filling up the Kingdom of 
GUI i* to lead, not send or drive^ Some preachers 
foegel th's. 


A minister who prepares and preaches a "big" 
sermon merely to pate popularity or to outdo oth- 
ers la no better lhan the poor, guilty sinner who 
trembles at the thunder of his eloquence. It is 
doubtful whether he is as good, for the one trem- 
bles for his condition, while the other is uncon- 
scious or ignorant of his true standing toward 
*God. 


tip* destroy their peace. Defamation is always 
wicked. The defamer is always despised. And 
what pleasure or gratification is therein a practice 
that society looks upon with contempt ? And how 
much more detestable when uttei-ed by those who, 
by profession, are members of the Bame bodv and 
"called in one people," servants of one Lord, disct- 
pua of one heavenly teacher, instructed in one faith 
and introduced in one baptism. With these obli- 
gations resting upon us, can any pleasure bederW- 
fmm the practice of private scandal at the expense 
of another's character and honest fame? Is it not a 
fact that every honest man will regard such a char- 
acter with the scrutinizing eye of jealous suspicion, 
and shun him as a public nuisance ? HiB practi- 
ces an. made up of fraud and artful treachery. It 
ia true there are some persons of so captious and 
uncharitable a make, that it would 


There an- three very pvaelica! parts to religion, 
and which must be seen and felt. There -is the 
physical part. — a mun must treat himself right ; 
must not abu-m his physical life. There is the so 
cial part.— a man must treat his fellow man right. 
Then I here is the spiritual part. A man miint 
treat his God with the honor and worship and 
obedience due his holy name. What a glorious 
irinitv of conduct in our religions life. 


for the most cautious to avoid their remarks or es- 
cape their censure. The exceptions may lay hoi p 
ol some unguarded circumstance or otherwise nris- 
represenl what is good, and by giving it a wrong 
tumor auplicutww, -poil both iis credit and effect, 
while the envious and malicious will be sagacious 
in discovering the we*k side of every character, as 
well ti* dexterous in making the most and worst ol 
it. 


to manage it, ruin is almost inevitable. In all 
avenues of life, we may almost daily come in con- 
tact with wrecks, caused wholly by the want of 
doe consideration. 

The young man, who expect 4 to become a mer- 
chant, must acquaint himself with all the affairs 
pertaining to that profession. He must learn the 
customs of trade, must make . human nature a 
study, for that is what he expects to deal with. 
He must become acquainted with the many 
small things connected with the business, for all 
are essential, to his success. It is very easy lo 
purchase a stock of goods, but to make the debt 
and credit sides of his ledger, balance, is another 
thing to be attended to. Ambition has dragged 
many a man down to ruin, simply because it has 
l overcome his considering powers, and urged him 
be impossible onto wealth, tame or glory, only to allow him to 
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Exegesis of the Sermon on the Mount. 


There is a great difference between breadth And 
looseness. A very narrow- minded man may be 
loose, and a very broad- minded man may be solid. 
Many men count themselves "broad" merely he- 
cause he i« "loose." True breadih in religious 
opinions is not only desirable but essential lo true 
Christianity.; but mere looseness*!* religion is not 
to an v man's credit. A man with a clear head 
ran strike a straight line through the broadest field, 
while a confu-t.-'d brain will stagger from one side 
to the other even in a nartow lane. 


We are too apt to guage our own success by 
comparison with the success ol other*. There 
could hardlv be a greater mistake. The true test 
of individual success is not. what some one else 
has accomplished or has failul to accomplish, but 
how closelv have we acted up to our own capabili 
ites and how we grasp our op|»rtunitics. If this 
was thoroughly undersinod, it would save much 
needless 1 -nvy and heart-burnings, as well as much 
needless t>elf- glorification. 


The Vexations Of Life. 

Were all the vexatious of life put together, we 
would find that a great part of them proceed from 
those ealnmiiies and repr -aehes which we spread 
concerning one another. Even in a christian or- 
ganization, where brotherly love forms the corner- 
stone and charity the fountain that calmeth the tu 
rv. healeth the quarrels slid prcventeth the mishaps 
ot strife and animosity, wc find men who are ever 
nady to spread and propagate such reports as go lo 
the disreputation of others. Even Christ, in organiz- 
ing his chosen disci pie*, had one whose character we 
nee fully delineated in almost all christian organi- 
zations, and who, instead ol being a uselul member 
and an ornament to the cause, was a shame and a 
disgrace to it. And it is to this class ot men that 
much of the discord that mars the surface of relig- 
ious society and the heart burnings within the in 


Ulessed are the meek for they shall inherit tlie earth. 
The gentle and the bold are the meek ; those 
who quietly submit to God's laws, and are yet 
valient and bold in opposing sin. Many of the 
bravest warrora in all spheres of human affairs, 
have been meek men. Externally they bore no 
marks of a power of resistance, hut when their 
principles were assailed, they remained as firm as 
uo pillars of rocks. Poly carp, the disci pl« ol the be- 
loved disciple of John, was an excellent example 
of meekness. He Beemcd to possess no power of 
resistance, yet he did not for o moment ft 1 neb 
when he wa8 pressed to choose between denying 
Christ and heing burned at the stake. He was 
not bold and aggressive, yet he could not be con- 
quered by satan and his agents. 

Henry says the meek are those who are '-gentle 
toward all men; who canjbear provacation without 
being inflamed by it; who can show their displeas- 
ure when there is occasion for it without being 
transported into any indecencies; who can be cool 
when others are hot, and impatience can keep pos- 
session of their own souls. They would rather for- 
give twenty injuries than resent one." 

'Lank : "They who suffer in love, or love in pa- 
tience; who meekly but boldly bear injustice, and 
thereby conquer." 

The meek are the brAve, sturdy soldiers ot the 
cross. Those who make little noise, but are always 
under arms and ready for the conquest. They 
conquer by tho power of their goodness,- and not by 
rash means and by threats and brutal methods. 
The meek can be always relied upon never retttat, 
never found at play or engaged in folly. 

They shall inherit the earth. This -is supposed 
to be a metaphor. But the Scriptures will allow^a 
deeper interpretation than this. Alter all, our 
talks and songs and thoughts about " heaven are 
all metaphors. Man is really a part of t his earth, 
and he shall always remain with it. Chmt 1b to 
come to the earth and meet him. The earth is to 
ne renewed and there shall be no more sea. Cor- 
ruption and everything that is undesirable to the 
lesires ot the immortal shall be changed, as the 


mortal bodies of the saints shall be changed, and 
in a moment all that is undesirable shall be gone 
forever from the presence of the R-'deemed throng. 
Then tbee meek shall be in possession of the earth, 
ane shall ever remain with it in fulness of happi- 
ness. 


flections have ben brought to my mind by the 
course pur-ued by a few of the members of the Ger- 
man UapiUt. church, who, for the purpose of de- 
stroying the influence that the Rev. Bashor might 
hav2 in this community, have lorgotten their otili- 
gations as gentlemen and their dqjy as GhristianB, 
and have disgraced their church by lending them- 
selves to the propagation of slander, the effect ot 
which w^ to injure the reverend gentleman as well 
as the character of their neighbors, among whom 
1 hey live and move. . 

Slander, in law, is the malicious defamation of a 
uiau by words spoken. How necessary, then, that 
1 hey should put a bridle on their tongues, set a 
guard before their lips' lest the words of their own 


Consideratien. 


fall, before the desired goal was attained, 

Ambition is all right, if it prompts us "to prove 
all things and hold fast to that which is good," 
but beware when it prompts us to skip lightly ov- 
er small things and reach only tor those entirely 
too high. It matteis not in what avenue of lite " 
you may be, you must, begin with the beginning, 
for how impossible it would be tor a student to 
solve a problem in cube or square root, when he 
had not yet mastered the fund a mental principles of 

Arithmetic. 

Then it is plain that we must begin at the be- 
ginning with the foundation, if we would be suc- 
cessful and climb higher. If Napoleon had known 
that kindness would rule his subjects better than •> 
force, Austria would not have rebelled, und per- 
haps he might have spent a peaceful lite, instead 

of one in banishment. 

We have notictd briefly, that to insure success 
in a business or political life, consider ition is abso- 
lutely necessary hut it is none the less so, in a 
Christian life. When wo begin the Christian life, 
ii would be well to ask ourselves a few questions ; 
viz, What am I going to do? Why am I going 
to do so? And lo what end do I labor V 

What are you doing my Christian friend ? "* Are 
you a Christian for any .other purpose than to live 
a righteous lite and to receive the reward of the 
righteous? How often do we sec professed Chris- 
tiana, who, I tear would be entirely unable to give 
a decent answer to the question, What are we do- 
ing? anything or nothing? The question is a 
grave one; but perhaps some may say, "If f do 
nothing I cannot be held responsible for any- 
thing." Do not deceive yourselves for our Mas- 
ter, Christ has said: '*Ye cannot serve God- and 
mammon." In nothing can we serve satan hitter, 
than in idleness, for he has a "-eedless raisin" in 
his toils and wields it as he wills. 

If we are doing something, what is it ? Are we 
workers for the cause of God, or that of mammon ? 
In every avenue ot lite, times come, (and often 
too) when we are tempted to do evil. Perhaps 
some one has uttered a falsehood against yon, or 
"a liehtning rod agent" swindled you, and you feel 
that revenge Would be very sweet : beware, satan 
is coaxing you on, by firing youi passions, and in- 
stead of "praying for those, who .lespitctully use, 
and persecute you," yon allow satan and your pas- 
sions to overrule. you, and commit a sin. 

Sin may be likened to a eaticer. Medical men 
tell ua, that cancer germs are found in all human 
blood, but are productive ol no harm, unit as they 
collect and even then are quite small when begin- 
ning ; but they grow steadily and surely, and fin- 
ally the entire body becomes affected, and dianln- x 
tion is the inevitable result, unless the evil be re- 
moved from the sufferer. Again sin is like the 
disease of leprosy, which begins with a very small 
spot, 1 erhaps as large as a pin head, but these en- 
large and increase in number, until the whole body 
becomes •'unclean." 

Sin, likewise, is found in all human flesh, "for 
as in Adam all died, even so in Jesus Christ, 
shall all be made alive." So to beginj satan only 
collects a few of t hese sin germs, not enongh to 
alarm us however, but the next time a few more 
are collected, and the number continues increasing, 
until soul and body, arc almost crushed into hell, 


Sermon preached at the Chapel 01 Ashland College Jea. 16, 1887, 
Mni-Lin Shivi-ly 
Text : "My people doth not consider." listen 1 : 8. 

In all things, no matter what they are, that we 
expect to do, or follow, consi deration is necessary, 
that we may know the value, or practicability, of 
the thing to be followed. »u« ww»™ u«w« «^-j «».. - — 

If you plunge headlong into business, without just then the soul cheering promise comes floating 
due consideration, and preparation, and the ability down the river of life, "Jesus ChriBt came into the 


and we are made to cry out, "I am lost t" But 


